A Descriptive Analysis of Music Therapists' Perceptions of Delivering Services in Inclusive Settings: A Challenge to the Field.
The purpose of this study was to examine the perceptions of music therapists toward inclusion (providing services within general education settings) and to determine their willingness to provide their services in these settings. A questionnaire was sent to 560 music therapists of which 373 responded (67%). A descriptive analysis indicated that although the vast majority of music therapists are providing their services in a segregated setting, they (a) overwhelmingly know about inclusion, (b) perceive benefits to clients with and without disabilities, and (c) are willing to provide their services within an inclusive setting. Why then do therapists so overwhelmingly provide their services in noninclusive settings? Possible answers to this question as well as the challenge this creates to the field of music therapy are discussed.